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March
2020

May
2020

October
2020

January
2021

Disruption
invitations and 
colonoscopies

Re-start
Programme

New protocol of the
surveillance for
Advanced Lesions

Colonoscopies
prioritization
protocol

52% target population non invited
2020 (315,000 to 163,800)

Decrease colonoscopies of 
surveillance < 1 year (12.6% to 

1.5%)

Screening and symtomatic
colonoscopies < 1 month
Surveillance adjustment

Slight decrease in the participation
rate

December
2020

Delay of invitations
Increase the age of invitations

(69y to 70y)

STRATEGIES TO MITIGATE COVID-19 PANDEMIC   



PARTICIPATION RATE 2009-2021

54.9

62.7 62.9

64.9

67.1
68.2 67.9

70 70 69.9
68.4

68.2

69.4

61.3

68
68.7

70.3
72.1

73 72.6
74.6 74.6 74.9

73.7 73.5
74.4

58.1

65.5 65.8

67.7

69.7
70.7 70.3

72.4 72.3 72.5
71.2 70.9

72

50

55

60

65

70

75

80

2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021

MEN WOMEN TOTAL



Advanced Lesions including
serrated adenomas 

≥3 years

Advanced lesions
≥ 20mm sessil or flat  

piecemeal < 6 months

AEG  and SEMFyC Guidelines 2018. 
The Cancer Screening Spanish Network
https://cribadocancer.es

Unanue‐Arza S. Idigoras‐Rubio I. Fernández‐Landa MJ. Bilbao‐Iturribarria I. Bujanda L. Portillo I. Analysis of Post‐Colonoscopy
Colorectal Cancer and Its Subtypes in a Screening Programme. Cancers 2021. 13. 5105. https://doi.org/10.3390/cancers13205105

36.2%

1.5%

COLONOSCOPIC SURVEILLANCE  FOLLOWING INTERMEDIATE AND HIGH RISK ADENOMA

https://cribadocancer.es/
https://doi.org/10.3390/cancers


STEPS FORWARD

• Recover the delay in invitations in 2022 – 90% invited < 30 months

• Recover the participation rate in 2021  to prepandemic period including

the following five waves (72.5% in 2018 to 72% 2021)

• Monitoring all CRC due to the delay in invitations ≠ Interval Cancer FIT

• Interval Cancer FIT (monitored from 2009) - steady

• Postcolonoscopy (non Interval Type B) – could increase middle-long term*

• CRC because of delay in invitations (FIT > 30 months)* 



THANK YOU VERY MUCH 

The Basque CRC Screnning (PCCR) team and research collaborators
www.osakidetza.euskadi.eus
mariaisabel.portillovillares@osakidetza.eus
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